PARLIAMENT AGAIN
carried none. Much of the evil that had been done
was past repair ; men had suffered things for which
now no amends could be made. But the Long Parlia-
ment at the outset of its career was determined on two
things ; that where justice could still be done to the
victims of misrule, it should be done, and that the
agents of misrule should be brought to account.
John Hampden, the country gentleman of liberal
learning and quiet manners, incapable of sophistry and
sure of himself, leaving the enjoyment of wealth and
the pursuits that he loved in order to place his great
energies and talents at the service of the country, was
the perfect embodiment of the Puritan revolution as it
now came to judgment.
Although the truth had not yet finally asserted
itself, a deadly breach between the Crown and the
people was inevitable from the moment when the
Long Parliament assembled.   The demands that were
to be made by the Country Party were such that in the
long run they would have been certain to wear out
the forbearance of a milder temper than the King's.
The perspectives of time throw up the salient features
of such a dispute as that which we are now considering
into sharp relief.   It is easy for us to see what precisely
were the moral values involved in the Puritan revolu-
tion, the errors against which it was directed, and the
principles by which it was controlled.    But while
condemning Charles and the policy for which he stood,
it is unreasonable to assume that, even if his mind
had been more balanced than it was, he could have
assessed the situation with a due sense of proportion.
A first essential of that situation in terms of historical
truth was the dark background of his own misdeeds,
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